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Should Apple and Google continue their alliance, given the privacy issues in the US versus a Command-and-Control government such as China? No, it should not.
A week ago, US-based tech giants, Apple and Google, announced their plans to use signals from more than 3 billion smartphone users to help them contain the spread of the deadly coronavirus while protecting its user’s privacy.  The Apple-Google proposal is designed to alert users whenever they come in contact with individuals who may have been infected. This alliance should not continue in the US due to privacy concerns, inadequate testing of the disease, and the user's reluctance to use the software (Alex Hern). The US should learn from the Chinese Command and control government that the surveillance system has so far only raised privacy issues by failing to provide voluntary and transparent information that allows for surveillance efforts that can be politically abused, leading to further oppression of marginalized groups (Ali Dukakis). While the two tech companies announced their incentive to mitigate such privacy concerns, their app would still face several limitations that would leave users' data at risk if their phone was stolen or lost while the app was running in the background. Further restrictions mirror problems faced by Singapore's similar app that was downloaded by just 12% of the population because of the standards of privacy for the system (Newton). Instead of developing a tracing app, efforts should go into expanding testing, supplying ventilators, and building field hospitals to contain the pandemic further.
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